What to do When Your Back is Against the Wall
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Everyone goes through difficult times in life. Some of you may be going through
tough times right now. You may be in the middle of the storm seeking hope and
it appears that hope is truly far away. We know that going through difficulties in
this life is just a matter of time. We will all experience hardship. The question is
not will trouble times come to you? But rather, how do you respond when they
come?

We can learn how to respond by looking at how this king responded to a situation
that had him against the wall. He felt helpless, just like many of us may feel at
times.

Jehoshaphat was the 4" king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. He was a good
king; he appointed judges in the land and told him to judge with justice as God’s
representatives. He also turned people back to seeking the LORD (2 Chr.19:4)
Right when things were going well in his kingdom, trouble loomed on the horizon.

Three nations were coming against his kingdom. (2 Chr.20) The Moabites,
Ammonites and Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat. This would be a
battle he would not win. Three against one.
The news: A vast army is coming against you from Edom (2)
Jehoshaphat was terrified, but he did the best thing one can do when they don’t
know what to do.
-He set his face to seek the LORD. He proclaimed a fast throughout the
kingdom
v.4 The people of Judah came together to seek the LORD
Jehoshaphat prayed to the LORD.
We can learn so much about this prayer made by this king.
O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not God who is in heaven? (v.6)

-You are ruler of all the kingdoms of the world.

-Power and might are in your hands.
By this, Jehoshaphat acknowledged his faith in a God who is bigger than any
difficulties. Power and might are in your hands.

Did you not? V.7-11

-Did you not drive out the nations and give us this land? Your people have lived
securely in this land because you allowed them to. Jehoshaphat knew how God
had acted on their behalf before. God was also responsible for the victories of



the past. When you take a look at the past, from where you came and where you
are, God’s providence and power is still evident. Did you not do that for us
before?

Jehoshaphat presented his situation to the LORD. (v.10-12)

Will you not judge them?

-See how they are repaying us; they intend to drive us out of the very place you
have given to us.

The king acknowledged how powerless he and his kingdom were before these
nations. “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you.”

Jehoshaphat knew that only God could deliver them from death.

When he did not know what to do, he did the right thing; he looked to the LORD.
We don’t know what to do, but our eyes are fixed on you.

Are you not God? Did you not? Will you not? Whatever situation we find
ourselves in we must never forget that our God knows our present situation and is
way bigger than storm or problem we may be facing. He was God in the past and
will continue to be the same in the future.

The nation of Judah humbled her to seek the LORD. Men, women and children
gathered to seek the LORD. And God answered their prayer. V.14-17

God’s answer: through the prophet Jahaziel (God sees) This is what the LORD
says to you:

-Do not be afraid or discouraged because of your situation.

-The Battle is not yours but God’s

-March against them. Go face them, but you will not have to fight this battle.
-Stand firm (v.17) The LORD will be with you.

Jehoshaphat worshiped the LORD.

-he bowed down with his face to the ground. The nation of Judah fell down in worship to
God.

They praised the LORD the God of Israel with loud voice. They worshiped God and
God had not given them victory yet. They worshiped in the midst of difficulties.
They worshiped because they trusted God’s word. They believed the LORD and
this was a reason to worship him. How many of us take this posture of worship
when faced with difficult situations? Judah was threatened and they worshiped,
they sought God in prayer, fasting and singing. God answered and they continued
to worship him.

“Believe in the LORD your God and you will be established; believe his prophets
and you will succeed.”



They went to meet the enemies singing to the LORD. This is the best way to fight
your battles. Trusting in the LORD and giving thanks to him.

“Give thanks to the LORD for his love endures forever.”

God gave king Jehoshaphat and the nation of Judah victory, the enemies ended
killing each other.

When they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the nations
that were coming against Judah. While they worshiped, God was fighting for
them.

When you are faced with difficult situations, seek the LORD. When you don’t
know what to do, fix your eyes on the LORD. Seek him through prayer, fasting
and singing. Don’t allow your situation to distract you from worshiping him.
Worship him during the struggle, worship him as you wait for his answer. Trust
his word, every battle you face, he is facing. The battle is His, not yours.

Do you want to experience triumph within the situation you’re in right now?
The key is to trust in the LORD. His trust in him will have you worshiping in ways
you never thought before. The greatest battles are won by resting in his
presence.

Believe in the LORD and you will be upheld or established; believe his prophetic
word and you will be successful.



