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On Sept 12 The Somerville, MA Police was looking for a man who urinated on the 
American flags at the Veterans cemetery.  The person who saw this and reported 
it said, “What possible reason could they have for desecrating a WW2 
Memorial? 
There are people who have no regard for memorials, for the sacred.  No respect 
at all.  However, this man will pay for his offense; Somerville police is 
investigating, and he will have to give an account for his actions to the authorities. 
 
Last week, I talked about the memorial Jesus gave us, so we would remember 
how we were saved.  The memorial of our salvation.  We remember this every 
time we partake of communion or the Lord’s supper. 
It was instituted by Jesus so that we remember how he saved us.  Do people 
desecrate this memorial?  Absolutely! There are Christians who have no regard for 
this memorial and end up desecrating it with their actions. 
Paul gave instructions to a church that was disrespecting Jesus in their meeting; 
they were defiling the Lord’s table.  1 Cor.11:26-34 
Paul had instructed them that the gospel is being proclaimed in the emblems of 
communion bread and wine. “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes.” (v.26) 
Then here comes the warning: (v.27-34) 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drink the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
Partaking of the Lord’s supper in an unworthy manner makes you guilty of Jesus’ 
death. 
Unworthy manner? (Irreverently) Partaking of communion in an irreverent or 
disrespectful way. 
What was going on in this church?  The background and the context of this text 
help us understand why their celebration unworthy. 
Verses 17-22  Paul scolded the church for what was taking place in their 
meetings. 
-Their meetings were not beneficial (did more harm than good) 
-Divisions in the church over certain leaders. V.18. // 3:1-23 
-Their eating wasn’t bringing honor to God.  People had no concern for others and 
some were getting drunk with the wine. (v.21) 



All this was happening in the church and they would come to partake of the Lord’s 
supper as if everything was alright.  They were truly disrespecting Jesus, 
desecrating his memorial. 
Do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing?  Shall I 
praise you for this? Certainly not. (v.22) 
 
Paul called the church to self-examination: (v.28) 
Let the person examine himself before partaking of the emblems. 
Participating without self-examination has consequences.  The meal, the act 
becomes an act of judgment. (you eat and drink judgment on yourself) 
You disrespect Jesus when you partake of communion without discerning or 
recognizing the body of Jesus. 
-When you come to the table and you are being divisive in the church, you’re 
eating judgment.  When you partake and don’t realize your action is doing more 
harm than good in the church.  This is an unworthy manner which leads to 
judgment. 
  
Jesus said that unity in his body tells that world who he is. John 17 
 
Paul said that many at the Corinthian church came under God’s judgment due to 
their desecrating the Lord’s table. (v.30) 
That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have died. 
 
Self-examination: examine yourself so you don’t come under God’s judgment.  
His judgment is discipline, so we don’t be condemned with the world. 
So brothers when you come together, wait for each other. (33) 
 
Jesus gave us a memorial by which we remember our salvation; a memorial that 
depicts unity of the body as the church comes together as one body to remember 
the Savior.  We are warned no to desecrate Christ’s memorial by partaking in an 
unworthy manner.  Treating the Lord’s table with disrespect will bring judgment 
on you.  Paul advised us to examine ourselves to make sure we are not being 
divisive in the body; but that we are concerned for each other; that your actions 
are bringing glory to God, otherwise the Lord’s table becomes an opportunity for 
God to discipline us. 
The very thing that is meant to bring us closer to Jesus can become the very 
thing by which he disciplines us.  Disrespecting Jesus has severe consequences. 



 


