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Everyone worships something; if I take the definition of worship as to revere, 
respect or stand in awe of someone or something.  To bow down in adoration to 
something.  Then everyone worships.  You and I revere either God or something 
else.  The God of the Bible, Yahweh commanded people to worship only him 
because only he is God.  Israel struggled being devoted only to God and became 
very idolatrous.  Idolatry is to worship a something, an object as a god. 
Anything has the potential of becoming an idol in our lives, if we worship or 
incline to it as we would God our Creator. “Idolatry is the tree from which our sins 
and struggles grow.”  Kyle Idleman: gods at war. 
God had commanded his people to worship only him and to not make images and 
bow down to them.  Ex.20:2-5 
Idolatry was a huge temptation to the nation of Israel, and it is a huge temptation 
to us also. 
The kingdom of Israel split in two around 930 BC: Northern kingdom and 
Southern kingdom.  God sent prophets to warn both kingdoms, but they did not 
listen to the prophets but continued in their sinful ways.  They would worship 
Yahweh, but also idols; this is what took place in these kingdoms. (2 Kings 17:40-
41) 
Each kingdom has its own kings, some were good, but some were bad.  The good 
kings led the people toward the Lord and did things according to God’s standard.  
The bad kings allowed idolatry to infiltrate the nation. 
I would like to introduce to you the 13th king of the nation of Judah, Hezekiah.  He 
is known as a good king and the text tells us why. 
2 Kings 18:1-8 
Hezekiah = Yahweh strengthens) 
He witnessed the destruction of the northern kingdom of Samaria (Israel) 
Isaiah and Micah prophesied during his reign. 
He reigned in Judah 29 years. 715-686 BC 
 
Hezekiah did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father David had 
done. (v.3) 
-He removed idolatry from the nation (removed the high places, smashed the 
sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles) (v.4) 



During the reign of Ahaz, Hezekiah’s father, the nation of Israel did many wicked 
things. 2 Kings 17:9-18 
Hezekiah did the right thing before God by removing the places of idolatry. 
He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to that time the 
Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan) 
Number 21:4-9 
 
Anything can become an idol in our lives.  The bronze snake Moses lifted during 
the wilderness wandering, which God used to save the Israelites from dying due 
to the poisonous snakes.  It was God’s solution to their problem.  The people 
carried this with them through their wandering in the dessert, they had it in the 
promised land, through the monarchy; until a king of Judah named Hezekiah 
destroyed it. 
Why did Hezekiah destroy it? Because people were burning incense to it.  It had 
become an idol for the people. (Up to that time, the Israelites had been burning 
incense to it) 
Do you see the danger with idolatry? When People focus on a thing God may 
have used to save them rather than the Savior.  When people focus on the 
creation rather than the creator.  (They were worshiping the snake on a pole).  
Which was God’s provision for them during the wilderness; God never intended 
for them to worship his provisions, but the one who provides. 
Sometimes, good things, and good people can become idols in our life, and we 
must not let that happen. 
For example:  How many people worship the cross, rather than the one who died 
on the cross. 
-In church we idolize the building, the pews or windows, the pastor, the ministry, 
traditions, etc. These are things used by God for a time and purpose; but they have 
no power. 
When you lament over something you used to do or had, a ministry you used to be 
involved in. You have let that ministry or thing become an idol in your life.  When 
you don’t want to let go of certain traditions, you are treating them as idols. 
Church people, it’s time to tear down those idols; don’t worship God’s provisions, 
but worship God.  Don’t focus on what he has given you but on the one who gives 
you those things.  Get rid of idols, destroy them just like Hezekiah did.  It’s 
interesting that Hezekiah called the bronze snake Nehushtan (a brass thing, a 
mere piece of brass) 
 



Nehushtan should be a powerful reminder to us all that even good things—and 
good people—can become idols in our lives. Our praise, worship, and adoration 
are to be directed to God alone. Nothing else, regardless of its amazing history, is 
worthy of worship. 
Hezekiah was a great king because he got rid of idolatry during his kingdom.  He 
removed the places where people would go to worship idols and he destroyed 
the things people used to worship.  The Bible tells us that he trusted the LORD 
and there was no one like him among the kings of Judah. (v.5-6) 
He held fast to the Lord and did not cease to follow him; he kept the commands 
the Lord had given to Moses. 
God commands us to only worship him and nothing or no one else.  He alone 
deserves our adoration.  What is it that is competing in your heart with God? 
Whatever God has given you, be grateful, but don’t worship it.  Worship the one 
who gave you what you have.  Tear down your idols if you want to please God. 


