Understanding our God-Given Mission Part 2
Luke 5:27-32
By: Ysrael De la Cruz

If we truly wish to understand our mission as followers of Jesus, we must take a
closer look at Jesus and how he reached people. Last week we talked about how
Jesus is calling everyone to follow him, to become his disciple. Jesus’ first
disciples were fishermen. Jesus said follow me and I will make teach you to catch
people. Jesus calls people to follow him and to learn from him how to reach
others with the message of the gospel.
In the passage we’ll look at today, we will learn from Jesus how to pursue those
who don’t know God. Jesus was considered defiant by the religious people of the
day because he would do things that were not common for a Jewish rabbi to do.
He was constantly accused by the religious elite of his day for doing things against
the norm. However, they missed the point about Jesus; they missed the point of
what it means to be about God’s kingdom. Jesus was intentional in what he did;
and in this story he shows us what it means to be intentional in fulfilling God’s
mission.
Luke 5:27-31
When Jesus began his public ministry, he began to call disciples to himself. He
called some fishermen; but then he called someone who would not be a good
candidate based on Jewish standard due to the job this man had. Jesus called a
tax collector to become his disciple. (The call to discipleship is open to everyone).
Tax collectors were hated by the Jews for working for the Roman government, the
very government the Jewish nation wanted to do away with. Tax collectors were
rich in those days. They were employed by the Roman government, which
required them to collect the assigned amount of tax from the people. Whatever
extra they collected constituted their own commission. Many of them would
charge more so that their commission would be higher.
They were hated by the people. Why would Jesus want to call someone like Levi
to become his disciples? No other Jewish rabbi would even consider having Levi
become part of their group.
Jesus called him to follow him. Levi had heard a lot about this Galilean preacher,
who now invited him to join his band of followers.
Matthew or Levi got up from his booth and followed Jesus; he too left his job for
following Jesus. He threw a party for Jesus in his house. Of course, he would
invite his best friends, other tax collectors. In that culture, you ate with those
who were like you. Levi or Matthew invited his buddies, other tax collectors to

the banquet he threw for Jesus. Jesus got to hang out with Levi’s friends. Jesus
chose to hang out with the outcasts, those rejected by society. He welcomed
them in their midst.
Complaint from the religious people (v.30)
The Pharisees and teachers of the law. This group or sect believe in the
resurrection of the dead, in angels and demons. They were expecting the
Messiah to come and restore the kingdom to Israel. Their name means
“righteous ones” They represent religion. What Jesus did went against their
religion, their practices.
Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners? Why do you hang out
with people who are not like you?
Jesus gives the reason for being intentional about hanging out with them.
Jesus’ answer: (v31) It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Repentance (change of
mind)
We have a sin problem:
Sin is the reason Jesus came to earth. He died to save us from our sins. He came
to save and transform sinners. Sin is the root of the problems we face in our
world. Jesus is calling sinners to change their ways.
That’s why he would associate with sinners. God’s pursue of sinners is relentless;
he doesn’t want anyone to perish, but that all come to repentance.
The church today needs a tune-up in the attitude towards hanging out with nonbelievers. We need to make conscious effort to be in their midst to show them
God’s grace and love transmitted through us. ‘We are going to have to leave the
comfort of our own secure environment and plant our lives among people
outside our churches and religious cultures. Doing so is what being missional is
all about. Perhaps this best explains why Jesus’ great commission includes
going” (Breaking the discipleship code, by David Putman).
The church must never forget that we are here to fulfill Christ’s mission to seek
and save the lost. To rearrange people’s meeting with the Savior. Our mission is
the same as it was Jesus, to call sinners to repentance, to reconcile the world to
God; to help people in their journey from followers to mature disciples.

Jesus is still in the business of searching for sinners to save them and transform
their lives. Levi’s life wasn’t the same after meeting Jesus. Levi became an apostle
and even wrote the gospel according to Matthew. Your life won’t be the same
when you get to know Jesus; God will use you to make an impact in the world.
Jesus is no longer walking the streets he walked 2000 years ago, but today he
has his church, you and me to go bring his message to others.
Today he is working, playing, going to school, riding on a bus, shopping at a
secular store. Would people get to see him? Would he have an impact there?
I pray that everywhere we go, people can see Jesus through us. I pray that he
would break our hearts for what breaks his. (Casting crowns)

